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• By Sanford J, Ungar 

,!i - Wflfihingtoii pbst Staff Writer' 

■ ’ On Monday, the hottest 
rumor at the Justice Depart- 
ment was that it would .defi- 
nitely be Tuesday. On Tues- 
day, there * was a confident 
prediction that it would be 
Wednesday. On Wednesday, 
the insiders said, “Thursday, 

' for sure.” ■■ “ 

'Thursday came yesterday, 
and stifl there ,was’ nothing 
definitive from the White 
House. dh who would be run- 
ning: the Justice Department 
durihg President Nixon’s 
second term. 

, .“It seems to me that it’s 
about time to settle things 
over here,” one assistant at- 
torney general said. f *.«•*» 
That was hardly a daring 
assessment of the situation, .? 
since the nation’s chief law 
enforcement agency is the 
only Cabinet department 
whose new — or . old-top . 
staff remains to be: an- 
nounced by the President. 

It has been a tense month 
at Justice since the election, 
i Assistant attorneys gen-" 


Appointees Jittery at Lack.® 


j m- iAsi 



era! and other ranking polit- 
ical appointees have taken 
to biting their fingernails 
and making frequent casual 
checks, on the news service 
teletypes to see if there • is 
any news. ' .•...' • 

It’sndt .that they are wor- 
ried anymore about the fu- 
ture .status of their bo^s, At: 
torney General Richard G. 
Kleindienst— but about 

themselves. 

Although he was origi- 
nally considered to be in se- 
rious trouble with the White 
House ’ and there were re- 
ports that he might be re- 
placed by a “less political” 
Attorney'' General, Klein- 
dienst is now understood to 
be Secure in his job, at least 
until next summer. 

The latest sign that Klein- 
dienst would be staying was 
that he resumed scheduling 
speaking engagements, 
something he would not do 
when he first returned from 
a ; two-week post-election 
trip to Europe. 


But that is no guarantee 
that the 20 or so key person- 
nel directly under Klein- 
dienst will be keeping their 
jobs. ' • 

They and all other politi- 
cal appointees in the depart- 
ment-^extending. in some in- 
stances to the section chiefs 
responsible for major policy 
areas — were required to sub- 
mit letters of resignation af- 
ter Mr. Nixon’s victory last 
month. 

1 The suspense over which 
resignations would be . ac: 
cepted has been intense. 

“It’s been, a little debilitat- 
ing,” acknowledged one' as- 
sistant, attorney general dur- 
ing a recent phone call to a 
reporter to inquire dis- 
creetly whether there was 
“anything new yet.” 

“We are "very nervous,” 
said another political ap- 
pointee. 

Things only became worse 
last\week, when Kleindienst 
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^tlUt/'be’. krio.vv’n in the de- 
ftiprtjndnt it'h'at he had been 


He told some as- 


pot at liberty to say - until 
•there 1 was a formal an- 
' nbuncipnent drom the White 
Mouse' about his own reap- 
pointment. , ' V 
• Ever . since, skid one offi- 
cial. 'who/is unsure. about his 
.Status,, “whenever a political 
appointee hears that the At- 
torney General is on the 
phone for him, his blood 
pressure shoots up.” 

■< .Some-, assistant attorneys 
general-deluding' K e n t 
Frizzell. of tlieland and nat- 
i%aPw: resources ' .division; 
dtoger Cnimton, of the office 
df\lega;l.;cpunsel; Harlington 
Wpod-cof y the civil division, 
'ddd Thohids ' Kauper, of the 
aptitru's.t' division— only 

ifioved-info- their jobs in the 
last few months, confident 
tjiati; they ■Would be staying 
on, with Kleindienst. 
^tThe'y’are'considered’likely 
tp-.stay(Oh, ; as are Deputy At- , 
torney 'General Ralph E.. Er- , 


ickson and A. William i 
Olson, assistant attorney 
. general for the. internal se- 
curity division. 

Those bepeved to be most j 
vulnerable are Jerry Leo- .1 
: nard, / chief of. the Law En-. j 
forcement ; Assistance Ad- 
' ministration; Raymond F. 
Farrell, commissioner of the 
: Immigration and. Naturaliza- 
tion Service; Benjamin Hpl- 
man, director of the Com- 
munity delations Service, 
and John E. Ingersoll, chief 
of the Bureau of Narcotics 
and Dangerous Drugs. 

The others are question 
marks, including Erwin N. 
Griswold, who has served as 
Solicitor General of the 
United States since he was 
named to that post by Presi- 
dent Johnson in 1967. 

At .the FBI, there is con- 
siderable tension over 
whether L. Patrick Gray III, 
now acting director, will be 
named to a full term in that 
job. ... \ , .•■ 

Some Justice Department 
sources say there may be an 
even longer wait for that ap- 
• pointment, at least until 
Gray returns to Washington 
after Christmas from his 
Connecticut home, where he 
is recuperating from stom- 
. ach surgery. 



